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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 14-16, 19, 21, 24-27, 30-32 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Pajwani (PGPUB 2004/0148180). 



Regarding claim 14, Pajwani discloses a method of providing search results from 
a search of candidate resumes, said method comprising the machine-implemented 
steps of: 

identifying a first passage in a job description that includes a first trigger phrase 
from a first set of predefined trigger phrases, wherein said first set of predefined trigger 
phrases is associated with a first type of criterion (first category; column 3, paragraphs 
0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044); 

extracting a first criterion from the first passage, wherein said first criterion 
passage is associated with the first type of criterion (first criterion; column 3, paragraphs 
0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044); 
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identifying a second passage in the job description that includes a second trigger 
phrase from a second set of predefined trigger phrases, wherein said second set of 
predefined trigger phrases is associated with a second type of criterion (second 
category; column 3, paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044); 

extracting a second criterion from the second passage, wherein said second 
criterion is associated with the second type of criterion (second category; column 3, 
paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044); 

searching a candidate resume for said first and second criterion (seek; column 3, 
paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044); 

if said first criterion ids found in the candidate resume, then including said 
candidate resume in the search results (resume; column 5, paragraphs 0061 with 
column 3, paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044 and column 6, paragraph 
0073); and 

if said criterion is not found in the candidate resume, and the second criterion is 
found in the candidate resume, then omitting the candidate resume from the search 
results (not any matches; column 6, paragraphs 0073 with column 3, paragraph 0040- 
0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044). 

Regarding claim 15, Pajwani discloses a method wherein said candidate resume 
id a first candidate resume, further comprising the steps of: 

searching a second candidate resume for said first and second criterions (seek; 
column 3, paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044); 



Application/Control Number: 10/673,035 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2626 

if said second criterion is found in both the first and second candidate resume 
and not found in the second candidate resume, then listing the first candidate resume in 
a first portion of the search results and listing second candidate resume in a second 
portion of the search results (column 3, paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 
0044). 

Regarding claim 16, Pajwani discloses a method wherein said first portion is 
listed in the search results above said second portion (column 3, paragraphs 0040-0042 
- column 4, paragraph 0044). 

Regarding claim 19, Pajwani discloses a method wherein the step of identifying 
a first passage in the job description that includes a first trigger phrase comprises 
identifying a clause of a sentence in the job description that contains a trigger phrase 
selected from the first set of trigger phrases (column 6, paragraphs 0070-0073); and 

the step of extracting a first criterion from the first passage comprises extracting 
a portion of the identified clause that does not contain the first trigger phrase (not any 
matches; column 6, paragraphs 0070-0073). 

Regarding claim 21, Pajwani discloses a method wherein the step of extracting a 
first criterion from the first passage further comprises validating the first criterion (first 
category; column 3, paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044); and 

the step of searching a candidate resume for said first and second criterions 
comprises searching a candidate resume for said first and second valid criterions 
(second category; column 3, paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044). 

Regarding claim 24, Pajwani discloses a method further comprising: 
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identifying a third passage in the job description that includes a third trigger 
phrase from the first set of predefined trigger phrases (first category; column 3, 
paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044); 

extracting a third criterion from the third passage, wherein said third criterion is 
associated with the first type of criterion (first category; column 3, paragraphs 0040- 
0042); 

searching a candidate resume for said first, second and third criterions (seek, 
first, second and third category; column 3, paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, 
paragraph 0044); 

if both said first criterion and second criterion are found in the candidate resume, 
then including said candidate resume in the search results (column 3, paragraphs 0040- 
0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044 with column 6, paragraph 0073); and 

if either said first criterion or said third criterion is not found in the candidate 
resume, then omitting the candidate resume form the search results (no match; column 
3, paragraphs 0040-0042 - column 4, paragraph 0044 with column 6, paragraph 0073). 

Regarding claims 25-27, 30-32 and 35, Pajwani discloses a computer-readable 
medium (machine-readable medium) carrying one or more sequences of instruction 
which, when executed by one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to 
perform the method (instructions to the processor; column 2, paragraph 0033). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 17-18 are 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pajwani in view of Chapman (PGPUB 2005/0033698). 

Regarding claim 17, Pajwani discloses a method wherein the first type of 
criterion is a required type (required; columns 3-4, paragraphs 0042-0044), but does not 
specifically teach wherein said second type of criterion is an optional type. 

Chapman teaches a method wherein said second type of criterion is an optional 
type (column 3, paragraph 0033-0037 and column 6-7, paragraphs 0057-0064), for 
finding the appropriate and available person. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Pajwani's method wherein said second type of 
criterion is an optional type, as taught by Chapman, to determine who is both available 
and qualified to perform the duties (column 1, paragraphs 0006-0007). 

Regarding claim 18, Pajwani discloses a method wherein the first set of 
predefined trigger phrases includes phrases selected from the group of phrases 
consisting of require, requires, requirement (required; columns 3-4, paragraphs 0042- 
0044), but does not specifically teach the other phrases consisting of compulsory, 
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crucial, essential, imperative, must, mandatory, vital, imperative, necessary, 
qualification, prerequisite, key criteria, is key, got to, has to have to and key skill; and 

the second set of predefined trigger phrases includes phrases selected from the 
group of phrase consisting of optional, desired and preferred. 

Chapman teaches a method wherein it teaches phrases consisting of 
qualification (qualifications), and key skill (skill; column 3, paragraph 0033-0037 and 
column 6-7, paragraphs 0057-0064); and 

the second set of predefined trigger phrases includes phrases selected from the 
group of phrase consisting of desired (desires; column 3, paragraph 0033-0037 and 
column 6-7, paragraphs 0057-0064), for finding the appropriate and available person, 
but does not specifically teach phrases consisting of compulsory, crucial, essential, 
imperative, must, mandatory, vital, imperative, necessary, prerequisite, key criteria, is 
key, got to, has to have to, optional and preferred. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Pajwani in view of Chapman's method wherein it is 
included all of the different phrases, to determine who is both available and qualified to 
perform the duties (column 1, paragraphs 0006-0007). 

Regarding claim 28-29, Pajwani discloses a computer-readable medium 
(machine-readable medium) carrying one or more sequences of instruction which, when 
executed by one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to perform the 
method (instructions to the processor; column 2, paragraph 0033). 
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5. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pajwani 
in view of Peikes (USPN 7,096,420). 

Regarding claim 20, Pajwani discloses a method of providing search results, but 
does not specifically teach a method wherein the step of identifying a first passage in 
the job description that includes a firs trigger phrase comprises identifying in the job 
description a trigger phrase from the first set of trigger phrases followed by either a 
colon or hyphen; and 

the step of extracting a first criterion from the first passage comprises extracting 
the sentence that follows the colon or hyphen that follows the first trigger phrase in the 
job description. 

Peikes discloses a method wherein the step of identifying a first passage in the 
job description that includes a firs trigger phrase comprises identifying in the job 
description a trigger phrase from the first set of trigger phrases followed by either a 
colon or hyphen (colon; column 12, lines 15-34); and 

the step of extracting a first criterion from the first passage comprises extracting 
the sentence that follows the colon or hyphen that follows the first trigger phrase in the 
job description (colon; column 12, lines 15-34), to disambiguate tags. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Pajwani's method wherein it teaches a colon or 
hyphen that follows the first trigger phrase, as taught by Peikes, for automatically 
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documenting command file tags and for generating skeleton documentation content 
from operating system command files (column 1, lines 20-26). 

6. Claims 22 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pajwani in view of Cherry et al. (PGPUB 2002/01 16203), hereinafter referenced as 
Cherry. 

Regarding claim 22, Pajwani discloses a method of providing search results, but 
does not specifically teach wherein the step of validating the first criterion comprises: 

determining whether the first trigger phrase in the first passage is preceded by a 
negating word; and if the first trigger phrase is preceded by a negating word, then 
determining that the first criterion is not valid. 

Cherry teaches a method for managing job resumes wherein the step of 
validating the first criterion comprises: 

determining whether the first trigger phrase in the first passage is preceded by a 
negating word; and if the first trigger phrase is preceded by a negating word, then 
determining that the first criterion is not valid (Boolean operations; column 2, 
paragraphs 0023-0025), to enable candidates to submit their resumes online in a 
number of ways. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Pajwani's method wherein it wherein the trigger 
phrase is preceded by a negating word, then determining that the first criterion is not 
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valid, as taught by Cherry, to automatically and efficiently manage job reumes with 
minimal human intervention (column 1, paragraphs 0008 and 0018). 

Regarding claim 33, Pajwani discloses a computer-readable medium (machine- 
readable medium) carrying one or more sequences of instruction which, when executed 
by one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to perform the method 
(instructions to the processor; column 2, paragraph 0033). 

7. Claims 23 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pajwani in view of Peikes, as applied to claim 20 above, and in further view of 
Cherry et al. (PGPUB 2002/0116203), hereinafter referenced as Cherry. 

Regarding claim 23, Pajwani in view of Peikes disclose a method of providing 
search results, but does not specifically teach the step of validating the first criterion 
comprises; 

determining whether the first trigger phrase in the first passage is part of a 
phrase from a set of nontrigger phrases; and if the first trigger phrase in the first 
passage is part of a phrase from a set of nontrigger phrases, then determining that the 
first criterion is not valid. 

Cherry teaches a method for managing job resumes wherein the step of 
validating the first criterion comprises; 

determining whether the first trigger phrase in the first passage is part of a 
phrase from a set of nontrigger phrases; and if the first trigger phrase in the first 
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passage is part of a phrase from a set of nontrigger phrases, then determining that the 
first criterion is not valid (Boolean operations; column 2, paragraphs 0023-0025), to 
enable candidates to submit their resumes online in a number of ways. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Pajwani in view of Peikes method wherein it 
comprises nontrigger phrases, as taught by Cherry, to automatically and efficiently 
manage job reumes with minimal human intervention (column 1, paragraphs 0008 and 
0018) 

Regarding claim 34, Pajwani discloses a computer-readable medium (machine- 
readable medium) carrying one or more sequences of instruction which, when executed 
by one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to perform the method 
(instructions to the processor; column 2, paragraph 0033). 

Conclusion 

8. - The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Weins et al. (PGPUB 2002/0091689) disclose a method and system for querying 
and posting to multiple career websites on the internet. 

• Prahlad et al. (PGPUB 2004/0167941) disclose a system and method for 
archiving objects in an information store. 

• Mittal et al. (PGPUB 2003/0125970) disclose a method and system for real time 
interactive recruitment. 
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• Kohs (PGPUB 200/002188) discloses a method and system for time-biasing, 
matching, and reporting digital resumes, digital job orders, and other electronic 
proposals. 

• Hyatt (PGPUB 2003/0187842) discloses a system and method for choosing a 
career. 

• Joao (USPN 6,662,194) discloses an apparatus and method for providing 
recruitment information. 

• Levine (PGPUB 2006/0100919) discloses an employee recruiting system and 
method. 

• Billmers (USPN 6,226,630) discloses a method and apparatus for filtering 
incoming information using search engine and stored queries defining user 
folders. 

• Mackie et al. (USPN 6,249,784) disclose a system and method for searching and 
processing databases comprising named annotated text strings. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jakieda R. Jackson whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7619. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
7:30 a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571-272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JRJ 

May 10,2007 

DAVID HUDSPETH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




